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Flowering Quinces 1986

Winter Daphnes

1985
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Warm at last!

4 E o The fragrance of daphnes
Out in the garden Floats on the morning breeze.
I faced the glowing sun, I feel I can be nice
Letting tears fall with abandon as I played.

To every person I meet.
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Sunflower 1983

Ears of Wheat 1986
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Ears of wheat, all in a row,
The shouts and cheers

Not too far nor too close,
Of high school baseball games

None too tall nor too short,
On the radio, to my ears

Looking alike yet none the same.
Boom out from the sunflowers.

Arrows shot straight from the sun.
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Bamboos 1986
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Enduring to the very last, As you fell.
The bamboo cracked and fell. Look at them all now, standing tall again
I saw how you shook off the snow Above your fallen self.

That bent the backs of your fellow bamboo stalks
98
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On the Snow 1986
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I don’t care if I am slow.
Go slow and careful like walking on virgin snow,

And leave footprints clear and defined.



Cyclamens 1984
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Today, I resolved, I shall do nothing.

It’s on such days I feel the lowers

Edge closer to me.

WORDS & PHRASES: Hometown Paths
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Backwards

CORYDALIS I
LoHxre> !

When I am in the wheelchair, I spend a considerable
amount of time going backwards. The neighborhood
around our house is hilly. It is scary going downbhill
since I cannot support my upper body with my
arms and it feels like I might topple over. On the
other hand, if I go backwards I can settle against the
backrest and go down the incline as if I were the CEO
of a major corporation sitting in his plush chair.

Small ups and downs found everywhere on roads
[ also maneuver backwards, first letting the back wheel
down the bump.

I find the power of going backwards is maximized
when [ am with someone. I always have the wheelchair
about five or six paces ahead, facing whoever is
walking with me. It is like sitting opposite one another
on a train —— we can talk as we face each other and
it is very convenient. Especially when a distant friend
comes for a rare visit, and we are reluctant to part,
we can talk while going along the pathways running

between the rice paddies. The rear-facing wheelchair

[ NOTES = P.84 j

backwards ‘AN, BAAEIC

considerable A IONE = E-1))]

hilly B &2
of. hil BE
downhill [E]#%F-<

topple ﬁﬁt:@(,@ﬁ)é
settle [El E5E<

backrest Bbin

incline %j% b4

CEO (= chief executive officer)
EaREREEE

corporation [EiEA, &1t

plush ZE £

maneuver ~%53%(#8%

bump (BB D) Rk

maximize ~%H@mANIZTD

3

pace [E]%0E (=step)
face ~EAEES
whoever HTHN~TDIA

reluctantto ~ ~L7<7%W
part ANz

pathway JIISE]

rice paddy 7KH
rear-facing BAMED

becomes an ideal vehicle at such times.

I also go backwards when I have to proceed
against the gales Gunma is famous for, and when I see
a beautiful woman, appreciating her reflection in the
rearview mirror of my wheelchair.

Come to think of it, I've liked the backwards
position since when I was small. Whenever I rode
the train, I preferred to sit with my back towards the
destination, gazing at the receding view rather than
the approaching scenery. I've always liked the sunset
more than the sunrise.

People often say that you shouldnt look back and
that you should look toward the future, but can people
really go through life without looking back? Besides,
I’'m not so sure that constantly looking forward is
such a great approach to life. Of course, we won't get
anywhere if we spend too much time looking back,
but I feel that considering it a vice may make everyday
life rather stifling.

The physical body, though not every part of it,
seems to be made to go backwards.

I spent many years doing gymnastics. Many of
the moves involve going backwards. For instance,
a backward somersault is more beautiful and faster
than the forward. The double somersault and moves
involving twists are all performed by propelling the

body backwards.
The Fosbury flop garners higher marks in the

vehicle E)Y
proceed EL
gale 3 L

appreciate ~’&§%gT5, ~ND&LE
Db

reflection (EEREIk-1) &

rearview mirror /Ny 735 —

come to think of it ZXT&H%E

destination B, 17&%

£:5 L
gaze Lot ROo%5, B85
recede [EEEH 3

go through ~ ~%@&ViklT3

vice [B BTN

stifling EEn AELL
cf. stifle B BELL{ALS
physical R0, BED

gymnastics (Z3:3

move [E|#ZX, EE, BE
involve ~EREETD, (~THT
L&) BES

somersault EAITRY, BIRY
twist [EfL3I&

perform [El~%175

propel [E]~%RiESE3
Fosbury flop EEB O

garner ~’&%§i%‘9"5
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It is scary going downhill
WrTH0IETbw

Mt is +%&& - R+ ~ing] T [~F2DH 2] LLWIEKTT, D It(E
B EETT,

it feels like | might topple over
EcEN S &5 2545 %

[feellike +3X] T [~F2L2LRNTD] LLWOIEKRTY,

as if | were the CEO of a major corporation sitting in his plush
chair

¥ 5 THEE LR T 5 72 KA D CEO (REEHEH) ThoHrnL )12

las if +{REZBE] FTEFDT~THINDEICIEVWSIEKRTT,
[F#I]  He talks as if he knew everything about jazz music.
BIEY v XFEGEOHATEM>TWD L S>ARUT,

sitting ~(% CEO %{E&5L TLE 7,

Small ups and downs found everywhere on roads | also
maneuver backwards, first letting the back wheel down the
bump.

BEBROHLILIZHEH oL LAEYTYL, ITRWTIHREZED, &S
] & CTHEts,

57 maneuver ®BH#IEE (Small ups and downs ~ on roads) A'SCEEICH TLY
¥ 9, found everywhere on roads (& ups and downs IEEL TWE T, first
letting ~(& T~L7AEAS] EWHE BHONER T2 RS HIRTT,
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| find the power of going backwards is maximized
BAMEIEL AR KRICHEHEIND DIZK D

| find D& (C#EREE that NEBES N TV FE T, the power of going backwards
M that INEFETT,

facing whoever is walking with me
HThHs D L HITENTL S NI E BV RS

S felbg

[ & =9 T, and | face ~b SWEZ BNET.

It is like sitting opposite one another on a train
BHTBLVICAEA>THESTVWS L) R b0

Mtis like +&&] & T~DELOTHD] LWHIEKTT, sitting [FBIZFHTT,

we can talk while going along the pathways running between
the rice paddies

AMEOMZEFES> TVWE/NEZHEERDOHEHTIENTE S

while going alon% ~[% while D#&IC we are BAEBEENTWE T, running ~
(& pathways REHLTOET,

| preferred to sit with my back towards the destination, gazing
at the receding view rather than the approaching scenery

D> TL B EMED, moOBT WL Bz iionrs, Hlohicy
&) CHE D DDIF & 7255 72

with my back ~® with (¥ fFEHKREERL TWET,
[FE#I]  The boy was standlng there with his cap in his right hand.
2 OHEIREFEEFIE T IS TV,

gazing at ~(& [~ L&A 5] LW O EBEROFHFRAEZRT DRI T,
receding ¥ approaching L BNDEZFAZIEREL TV E T,



